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David Napier is Professor of Medical Anthropology at University College  

London, and Director of the University’s Centre for Applied Global            

Citizenship. He is also the inaugural Director of its Science, Medicine, and 

Society Network—an award-winning interdisciplinary initiative established 

to bring together academics, social activist, policymakers, and the media to 

address some of society’s most pressing and urgent problems. Trained in science and            

philosophy, Napier spent many years as a practicing artist (exhibiting in Europe and the US) 

before moving into anthropology thirty years ago. Prior to coming to UCL in 2004,he was a 

fellow of Harvard University, New York University, Johns Hopkins University, and several      

colleges in the UK (including among them All Souls College and Green Templeton, Oxford).  
 

SATURDAY 14TH JANUARY 2017 at 2.00pm   

Venue: Essex Church,  112 Palace Gardens Terrace, London W8 4RT 

ENTRY FEE: £15, includes tea and cakes 

£9 student concession, Groups of five or more £10 per head, free to Guild members 

Jung famously thought that archetypes              

possessed a reality not at all unlike the status we 

ascribe to biological facts. Though this dimension 

of his work has not received widespread         

attention, it is an idea that inspired Anthony    

Stevens over a career of writing about Jung. Today the new field of epigenetics has shown how 

personal and social encounters can have  biological consequences over generations, making 

Jung's initial claim substantial  if not prophetic. In this talk the social and cultural dimensions of 

Jung's notion of the archetype are considered in light of the new biology of epigenetics. 

Why Archetypes Matter:                                                               
Jung, Stevens, and the New Epigenetics 
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